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The Light [Still] Shines in the 
Darkness 

 

Thoughts from John 1 
 

 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God” (v. 1). 

It’s a familiar text, isn’t it? The opening of John’s Gospel is profound in its 
simplicity and in its assertion, namely, that God is far more complex than 
anyone could ever imagine. There is God. There is the Word. They are distinct 
and yet the same. Neo-Platonic philosophers in Saint Augustine’s day openly 
approved of this start to John’s Gospel. What they had a problem with was 
verse 14. 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

That He who is God by very nature would take on lowly human flesh and walk 
among us … no, that for them was a step to far. They are hardly alone in that 
belief. Jehovah’s Witnesses monkey with the text (“… and the Word was a 
god”) in order to keep Jehovah unsullied by our flesh. While Muslims reject 
the notion of God as father at all: “The Creator of all things does not have a 
wife, how can he have a son?” (a paraphrase of Sura 6:101 in the Quran). 

“He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive 
him” (vv. 10-11). 

This all should come as no surprise to us. Jesus was rejected in His own time – 
by God’s own people, mind you! – just as He is rejected now. He who was 
declared “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (v. 29) 
was willingly stricken, smitten, and afflicted for that very reason, with a 
Roman cross being the ultimate tool He chose to accomplish that task. 

“In him was life, and the life was the light of men” (v. 4). 

The season of Lent is now upon us, the portion of the church year where we 
spend time meditating on the darker reality of our Lord’s passion. The wounds 
in His flesh become our focus, along with the sins that caused them … our 
sins. This is an admittedly unpopular thing to do, especially in our day and age. 
I mean, who wants to spend all this time dwelling on such negative thoughts? 
So why do we do it? Because His life is “the light of men.” 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it”   
(v. 5). 

We live in a sin-darkened world and, at times, the darkest places are deep 
within us. But Jesus, the Word made flesh, came into this world to shine into 
that darkness. This Lenten season is about us being honest about ourselves and 
rejoicing in just who our Savior is. The darkness of this world did its worst and 
the Son of God took all of it … for us. It could not beat him – He rose from the 
dead, after all! – and it can’t beat us. For “the light [still] shines in the 
darkness!” 

Pastor Peterson 

Thoughts from the 
Under-Shepherd 

 

Sunday Morning Sermon 
Topics for March & April 

 

3rd  Holding Fast our Confidence  
 Hebrews 3:1-6 
 

10th  And You Shall Rejoice 
 Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
 

17th  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem...  
 Luke 13:31-35 
 

24th  God is Faithful 
 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
 

31st Old and New 
 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 

7th  Traveling Light 
 Philippians 3:4b-14 
 

14th He Still Comes 
 Matthew 21:1-9 
 

21st Just Words? 
 Luke 24:1-12 
 

28th Behold! 
 Revelation 1:4-18 
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As many of you know, for several Easters, we have chosen to raise money for either 

organizations or families during our Easter Breakfasts. This year it was made known to us 

that Camp Perkins was beginning to raise money to update their facilities. Back on October 

4th, 2018, a development plan, put forward by Camp Perkins, was accepted by the U. S. 

Forest Service. Just a few of the things they have now been approved to change are as 

follows: 
 

• how they receive the electricity into the camp 

• new water pipes 

• install bathrooms in the cabins  
 

There are many more much needed improvements planned than the ones listed above. Now 

they just need to raise the money to fulfill all the projects they wish to complete.  
 

Our congregation, specifically, has had close ties to Camp Perkins from the beginning and 

we want to help out their fundraising efforts. Firstly, we should keep the camp in our 

prayers as they endeavor to raise the money they need. Secondly, we encourage everyone to 

come to the Easter Breakfast and help them monetarily by making a donation for the meal.  
 

We are grateful for the ministry they provide by sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with 

the young and old alike. We hope you will join us on Easter morning for a good breakfast 

made by our Elders and to help us support Camp Perkins. 

 

Worship Schedule  
During Lent & Easter  

 

Ash Wednesday Service: 
March 6th at 7:00 pm 

 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Services: 
March 13th—April 10th,  

         Soup Suppers are at 6:00 pm 
         Services begin at 7:00 pm 
 

Holy Week 
 

Palm Sunday: April 14th, 9:30 am 
 

Maundy Thursday: April 18th, 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday: April 19th, 7:00 pm  
 

Easter Sunday: April 21st,  

          Easter Breakfast, 8:00 am 
          Easter Morning Service, 9:30 am 

2019 Easter Breakfast Fundraiser 

Lenten Midweek Series at Shepherd of the Valley 
 

          “A Lent to Remember” 
 

   Each week this year during our midweek services, 
we’ll be focusing on something God remembers or 

something God causes us to remember. 

There’s a big difference between God’s way of 
remembering and our way. When we remember 
something, too often it’s like one person saying, 

“You forgot my birthday” and another replying, “No. I remembered 
your birthday. I just didn’t do anything about it.” 

When God remembers, he actually does something about it. God 
remembers and acts graciously toward us. When God causes us to 

remember something, he also causes us to do something. He causes 
us to believe. He causes us to receive, by faith, his gracious gifts. 

By the time this Lenten season is over, may our prayer be that the 
power of God’s Word will cause us to remember the way God 

remembers, with action. 
Happy Easter! 



before God. We are forgiven, 
clean, holy, and righteous. The 
blessing of God is promised to 
us in Christ Jesus. It depends 
upon His work and not ours. 
 
All this is ours in Holy Baptism. 
For in Holy Baptism, God 
claims us as His own, makes us 
His children, His heirs, His holy 
people. And so it is that the 
work of our hands and its fruit is 
holy because we are holy in 
Christ. It is pressed into His 
service, and thereby it becomes 
a blessing to us and to our 
neighbor. 
 
For this great gift, our reception 
of the blessings of God because 
of Christ Jesus our Lord, it is 
our duty to thank and praise, 
serve and obey Him. This is not 
in order to receive blessings but 
because in Christ we already 
have.  
 
It is with this in mind that we sit 
down on the first day of the 
week and set aside as He has 
prospered us to give to His 
church for His work of blessing 
in our midst (1 Cor. 16:2). 

 

The LCMS 
Stewardship Newsletter 

Article for April 2019 
 

 
“Blessed shall you be in the city, 
and blessed shall you be in the 
field. Blessed shall be the fruit 
of your womb and the fruit of 
your ground and the fruit of 
your cattle, the increase of your 
herds and the young of your 
flock. Blessed shall be your 
basket and your kneading bowl. 
Blessed shall you be when you 
come in, and blessed shall you 
be when you go out” (Deut. 28:3
-6). 
 

This is God’s promise to the 
Israelites as they stood beyond 
the Jordan outside of the 
Promised Land. He promises 
blessing to His people. He will 
make them prosper, whether 
they are in the city or the field. 
He will make their fruit of their 
work to prosper, whether from 
the ground or their wombs, their 
flocks or their herds. He will 
make them to prosper in all 

things, whether upon their 
coming in or their going out. 
 

But there’s a catch. He would do 
this for Israel only “if you obey 
the voice of the Lord your 

God”(Deut. 28:2b). If they did 

that, He would cause that “all 
these blessings shall come upon 
you and overtake you” (Deut. 
28:2a).  
 

If they didn’t obey the voice of 
the Lord, if they didn’t keep the 
commandments of the Lord and 
walk in His ways (Deut. 28:9), 
they would be met with curse 
and woe. The blessings would 
be replaced with curses. 
Everything that the Lord 
promised to prosper and bless 
would be cursed and fail. 
 

Thanks be to God that our Lord 
Jesus Christ has come into our 
flesh, fulfilled the law for us – 
in in our place and for our 
benefit; died for us – in our 
place and for our benefit; and is 
risen from the dead for us – in 
our place and for our benefit. 
 

By this we have justification 

 

 2019 SOTV VBS 
Day Camp 

 
 

Though June may seem a bit 
distant right now, it won’t be 

long before Shepherd of the Valley will be 
holding its 2019 VBS Day Camp. The date 
for this year’s VBS is June 10th-14th. In 
early May, we will have sign-up sheets for 
food donations and volunteers.  

If you have any questions, please 
talk to either Julie or Pastor 
Peterson.  

 
 

SOTV Rummage Sale 

 
Shepherd of the Valley will be hosting 
a rummage sale on June 7th-8th in the 

fellowship hall.  
 

Now’s the time to be looking through 
your good, clean, useable items that 

you would like to donate for this 
event. We will be collecting the items 
at church in early June. If you have 
any questions, you can talk to Bonnie 
Rose (208-756-1120) or Sheila Brown 
(208-756-1665). These ladies thank 

you in advance for all your help, 
donations, and prayers regarding our 

future rummage sale.  



Community Dinner 

Shepherd of the Valley will be hosting the desserts for 
the Community Dinner on March 26th from 6:00 pm to 

7:30 pm. Many have already signed-up to bring 

desserts for this event, but it’s not to late if anyone else 

would like to provide a dessert or two. 

Even if you are not able to come, we 
would love to see you there for the meal. 

The dinner is free of charge and everyone 

is welcome to come.  

If you have any questions, please contact Sheila Brown 

at 208-756-1665 or Bonnie Rose at 208-756-1120.  

We hope to see you all there. 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
178 Highway 28 
Salmon, ID 83467 

 

“Blessed be the 
God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus 
Christ! According 

to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ  
from the dead, to an 
inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading kept in heaven for 
you.” 
 

  1 Peter 1:3-4 


