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That we may treasure up all these things  
in our hearts. 

Thoughts from Luke 2 

 
The relatives have gone home. The Christmas decorations, if they haven’t already 

been taken down, are starting to look a little ragged and sad. And the only goodies left 
to snack on are the ones that everyone’s been passing over. It’s the post-holiday 
(Christmas and New Year’s Eve) doldrums and we’re back to our ordinary lives.  

“Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the 
Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to 
custom. And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem” (vv. 41-43a).  

What was life like for Mary and Joseph after the events surrounding Jesus’ birth? 
I suspect, in some ways, not unlike ours. After Christmas, we pack up the Nativity Set 
for safe keeping and then get on with our lives. It would seem they did much the 
same. 

“His parents … began to search for him among their relatives and 
acquaintances, and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, 
searching for him” (vv. 43b-45).  

It’s not the unintentional losing of the boy Jesus that has my attention, but the 
ordinariness of it all. Just verses before in this chapter, was the nativity with angels 
and shepherds. It’s only been a few verses for us … but it’s been twelve years for 
them. 

“After three days they found him in the temple … And when his parents 
saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, ‘Son, why have 
you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in 
great distress’” (vv. 46a, 48).  

They’d been to Egypt and back since then since those days in Bethlehem and 
were now comfortably settled in Nazareth. Life had moved on and for them Jesus 
was an incredibly good but otherwise ordinary boy.  

“And he said to them, ‘Why were you looking for me? Did you not know 
that I must be in my Father's house?’ And they did not understand the saying 
that he spoke to them” (v. 49).  

The sights, sounds, and words that Mary had treasured in her heart from those 
events so long before, had been packed away for safe keeping and she had gotten on 
with her life. Her son had become so familiar to her, so ordinary, that she’d taken him 
for granted. Knowing this, Jesus, choose an opportune moment to remind her of who 
he really is.  

“And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive 
to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.” (vv. 50-51). 

Christmas is past and Epiphany is once again upon us – the season in which we 
watch as Jesus pulls back the shroud of ordinariness that surrounds him, so that we 
may catch a glimpse of who He really is. The voice of the Father and the Spirit 
descending at his baptism, the water transformed to wine at Cana, demons cast out, 
the sick and infirmed healed, and then finally transfigured before the very eyes of 
three of his disciples. All these we experience yet again, that we may, like Mary, 
treasure up all these things in our hearts. 

Pastor Peterson 

Thoughts from the 
Under-Shepherd 

Preaching in  
January & February 

 
6th  Your Light Has Come  
 Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

13th  Why baptize? 
 Luke 3:15-22 
 

20th  Best for Last 
 John 2:1-11 
 

27th  All Too Familiar 
 Luke 4:16-30 
 

3rd  All we need is love? 
 1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13 
 

10th In the Presence of God 
 Isaiah 6:1-8 
 

17th  No Worries 
 Jeremiah 17:5-8 
 

24th He Is Kind 
 Luke 6:27-38 

Contact  
Information 

 
 

Shepherd of the Valley  
Lutheran Church 

178 Highway 28 
Salmon, Idaho 83467 

 

Phone: (208)756-4429 
Fax: (same) 
Parsonage: (208)756-2141 
Pastor’s Cell: (208) 993-1125 
 

Email: 
 

     Church Office 
 office@sotvlutheran.org 
 

     Pastor: Rev. Kevin Peterson 

 sotvpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Church Web Page: 
 www.sotvlutheran.org 



The Shepherd of the Valley 

Ladies met at Pat LaMoure’s  

house for a Christmas Luncheon 

in December. They had a potluck 

lunch with plenty of delicious 

food for all the gals to eat. It was 

such a blessing to be able to 

gather together with these warm 

and caring 

women and 

celebrate 

the birth of 

our Savior.  

The Ladies Luncheon 

Group 

Please remember that all women 
are invited to come to our 
lunches. Future meeting times and 
places are typically announced 
after Sunday morning worship 
services. We hope to see even 
more women there for our 
January luncheon! 

 

Membership 
Changes 

 

For 2018 
 

Received by Affirmation of Faith 
 

Bryan Yamasaki 
Nancy Yamasaki 
Bill Bolton 
 

Newly Baptized Members 
 

Hailee Elam 
 
Received into the Church  
Triumphant 
 

Marge Wells 

The Calendar at a 
Glance 

 
 

Tuesday, January 1st 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

Friday, Jan. 18th 
 

Pastor will be attending the Circuit 
Winkel which will be held at Our 
Savior Lutheran in Stevensville, MT. 
 

Sunday, January 27th 
 

Our first quarterly Voter’s Meeting 
for 2019 will be held after church with 
a potluck following the meeting. 
 

Monday, January 28th 
 

Pastor will be in Billings, MT, for a 
Montana District Board of Directors 
Meeting 
 

Sunday, February 10th 
 

Pastor Russell Fitch will be installed 
as the pastor of Messiah Lutheran in 
Missoula and Trinity Lutheran in 
Superior, MT. 
 

Thursday, February 14th 
 

Valentine’s Day 
 

Monday, February 18th 
 

Pastor will be attending the Circuit 
Winkel at Grace Lutheran in 
Hamilton, MT. 

2018 Food Drive 

for EICAP 

The Evangelism 

and Stewardship 

Boards wish to 

thank everyone 

for bringing in donations for 

the annual food drive this past 

November and December. All 

the items that were brought in 

were given to the Eastern 

Idaho Community Action 

Partnership ( EICAP). There 

was a total of 375 items 

collected for this drive and we 

are certain the people of this 

community will benefit from 

the generosity 

of our SOTV 

members.  
 

Thanks! 

Children’s Christmas Program 
 

A big thanks goes out to the 

Shepherd of the Valley children 

and to Nancy and Dan Kern for 

putting on a Children’s Christmas 

Program in December. The 

children did a fantastic job and we 

truly appreciate all the hard work 

that went into producing the 

program. Thank You! 



Once again, we said goodbye to 
another year at SOTV with our 
New Year’s Eve Family Game 
Night. There were 11 people who 
came and ate pizza, snacks, and 
goodies. Following the nibbles, 
we played a fun game called 
Mexican Train. It was a very nice 
evening with our church friends. 
Hope more can join us next year. 

promised land, which flowed with milk 

and honey.  

 

God dwells among us still. In the 

fullness of time, God’s son was born of 

woman, born under the law to redeem 

those under the law. He brought us out 

of bondage to sin, death, the devil, and 

Hell, and He did this by His obedient 

suffering and death, his resurrection 

and ascension. But He is not gone. He 

dwells with us through the means of 

His Word and His sacraments, through 

the preaching and the teaching of our 

pastors, through the rites and 

ceremonies of our liturgy. He dwells 

with us in the Church through those 

means. And He is leading us to the true 

promised land, to the new heavens and 

the new earth in the new creation.  

 

In the meantime, as God, even now, 

continues to call us to give to Him, let 

us, who have been saved from slavery 

to sin and death, the devil and hell, be 

so moved in our hearts as to give 

generously to Him so that the means of 

grace, the means of His gracious 

dwelling among us, would continue 

now and into the future. For just as He 

did then so does He do now. He presses 

the gifts given to Him into service for 

the benefit of all His people. He puts it 

to use so that we may have Him with us 

always, even unto the end of the age. 

A 2019 New Year LCMS 

Stewardship Article 
 

It is no secret that God calls us to be 

generous with the gifts He has given 

us. Throughout the Bible, we read that 

just as God has generously given to us, 

so are we to give generously one to 

another. As Jesus said, “By this all 

people will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one 

another” (John 13:35) and “Be 

merciful, even as your Father is 

merciful” (Luke 6:36).  

 

But God also calls us to give to Him. 

And He, who does all things well, 

presses it into service for the benefit of 

all the people of God. See for example 

what God spoke to Moses on Mount 

Sinai, after he and the people were 

safely brought out of Egypt across the 

Red Sea on dry land: 

 

The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the 

people of Israel, that they take for me a 

contribution. From every man whose 

heart moves him you shall receive the 

contribution for me. And this is the 

contribution that you shall receive from 

them: gold, silver, and bronze, blue and 

purple and scarlet yarns and fine 

twined linen, goats' hair, tanned rams' 

skins, goatskins, [a] acacia wood, oil 

for the lamps, spices for the anointing 

oil and for the fragrant incense, onyx 

stones, and stones for setting, for the 

ephod and for the breastpiece. And let 

them make me a sanctuary, that I may 

dwell in their midst. Exactly as I show 

you concerning the pattern of the 

tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so 

you shall make it. (Ex. 25: 1-9) 

 

Notice in verse two that the Lord 

instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to 

“take for me a contribution” and that 

from everyone motivated from 

gratitude for what God has just 

accomplished and given to them, 

Moses is to gather up “the contribution 

for me.” 

 

Pay attention, though, why the Lord 

wants the people of Israel to gather up 

these contributions for Him. God tells 

Moses precisely why: “let them make 

me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in 

their midst.” The purpose for the 

contribution of the Israelites was so 

that He may dwell with them, that He 

would live among them. Through the 

tabernacle and the priesthood, through 

their rites and ceremonies, through 

their feasts and festivals, as through 

means, the Lord God, who brought 

them out of the bondage of Egypt 

would live and dwell among them and 

be their God, and lead them into the 

SOTV Christmas Caroling 
 

If you weren’t already aware, 

each year members of Shepherd 

of the Valley go to the Discovery 

Care Center to sing some 

Christmas Carols for their 

residents. This past December, 

our SOTV carolers were so well 

received at the Discovery Care 

Center, that they were also asked 

to carol at The Meadows Assisted 

Living Center.  

It was such a pleasure to be able 

to sing to all these folks and 

watch as they join in with us as 

we sing. We wish to thank all of 

you who came out to carol with 

and/or play guitar for us at both 

of these venues. 

Quilting Group News 

Now that the 
holidays are behind 
us, our quilters will 
be resuming their 
normal monthly 
schedule again. As 

always, they welcome any women 
or men who would like to join the 
group. They can always use more 
people to cut up some fabric, tie 
off a few completed quilts, and 
sew some quilts together. 

If you are interested in becoming 
a quilter, please contact Joan 
Schwarz at 208-756-1969 or 
Sheila Brown at 208-756-1665.  



Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
178 Highway 28 
Salmon, ID 83467 

 

Our 2019 Church Officers 
 

President:  Wes Rose 
 

Vice President:  Jeff Brown 
 

Secretary:  Kathy Sundberg 
 

Treasurer:  Marimae Nemeth 
 

Financial Secretary: Dorene Johnson 
 

Head Elder:  Craig Nemeth 
 

Head Trustee:  Brad Buhler 
 

Board for Stewardship: Sheila Brown 
 

Board of Evangelism: Bonnie Rose 
 

Board of Education: vacant 

 

Our church Stewardship 
Committee agreed to make the 
desserts for the March 2019 
Community Dinner. The 
committee will need lots of 
help at that time producing 20 

desserts for all those who come to the dinner. Be on the 
lookout later on in February for a sign-up sheet available 
to those who are interested in helping with the desserts. 
We hope you will join us next March and help us with this 
community event. 
 
If you are interested in going to a Community Dinner 
sponsored by the Community Dinner Table, it is a free 
dinner. The dinners are 
typically held on a Tuesday at 
least once a month from 6:00 
pm - 7:30 pm. You can talk to 
Sheila Brown with any 
additional questions you may 
have regarding these dinners.  

 

A Note from our Stewardship Committee 


