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So that …  

we might live with Him. 
 

Thoughts from 1 Thessalonians 5 

 

“It’s the end of the world as we know it, and I feel fine.” This was the title 
and most well-known line from the 1987 hit song by the group REM. Though 
memorable, the song didn’t go too high on the charts but, curiously enough, 
sales for the song did jump significantly in the run up to December 21, 2012 – 
the date of when the Mayan calendar supposedly predicted the end of the year. 

 

“Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no 
need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware 
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night” (vv. 1-2).  

 

While I’m not a real big fan of REM, I do find myself periodically singing 
the chorus to this song. It seems appropriate, for example, when someone – in 
clear opposition to Jesus’ words in Matthew 24:36 or Saint Paul’s as given 
above – predicts when the end of the world will be. But that’s not the only time 
I find myself returning to this tune. 

 

“But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you 
like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are 
not of the night or of the darkness” (vv.4-5). 

 

As the Church Year winds to a close, the Scripture readings appointed for 
each Sunday begin to reflect an “end of the world” theme. Well, that’s not quite 
right. Perhaps it would be better to say they take on a “Jesus’ Returns” kind of 
theme. This theme even gets heightened as we move into the new Church Year 
and the season of Advent, the name of which comes from the Latin and means 
“to come” – a clear reference to Jesus and not just the near arrival (calendar-
wise) of Christmas.  

 

“But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation” (v. 8). 

 

Jesus came, he continues to come (as promised), and will come again one 
last time. Because we are children of light and of the day, we need not fear his 
final coming. Instead, it is something to look forward to and anticipate – so 
much so that one of the prayers of the early church was maranatha, meaning “O 
Lord, come!”  

 

“For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are 
awake or asleep we might live with him. Therefore encourage one 
another and build one another up, just as you are doing” (vv. 9-11). 

 

At the end of one Church Year and the beginning of another, it’s the end 
of the world as we know it, and I definitely feel fine! We are not destined for 
wrath, but for salvation! Thanks be to God for our Lord Jesus Christ! He died 
and rose again for us so that … we might live with Him!  

 

Pastor Peterson 

Thoughts from the 
Under-Shepherd 

 

Preaching in  
November & December 

 
4th  You Are Blessed!  
 Matthew 5: 1-12 
 

11th  Do Not Fear 
 1 Kings 17:8-16 
 

18th  What Lasts?  
 Mark 13:1-13 
 

25th  Who is this Son of Man? 
 Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

2nd  Thanksgiving in Advent 
 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 

9th Are You Prepared? 
 Luke 3:1-20 
 

16th  What are you waiting for?  
 Luke 7:18-28 
 

23rd Children’s Christmas Program 
 

30th What to wear? 
 Colossians 3:12-17 

Contact  
Information 

 
 

Shepherd of the Valley  
Lutheran Church 

178 Highway 28 
Salmon, Idaho 83467 

 

Phone: (208)756-4429 
Fax: (same) 
Parsonage: (208)756-2141 
Pastor’s Cell: (208) 993-1125 
 

Email: 
 

     Church Office 
 office@sotvlutheran.org 
 

     Pastor: Rev. Kevin Peterson 

 sotvpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Church Web Page: 
 www.sotvlutheran.org 



SOTV Quilting Group News 
 

It has been a productive year for our SOTV quilting ladies. Many of you witnessed some of their 
creations at the special service held on September 23rd in which Pastor blessed all the quilts laid 
out over the pews. The majority of these quilts have since been given to various places in our 
community and to the people of Orphan Grain Train.  
 

Looking back at the past quilting year (which occurs roughly from October through September), our quilters sewed 
72 quilts! One quilt was given to Marge Wells, six quilts were given to Hope’s Place, 8 lap robes will be given to the 
Discovery Care Center when we do some caroling there in December, and the remaining quilts were given to Orphan 
Grain Train.  
 

Our group welcomed in two new members, Alice Miller and Nancy Yamasaki, whom 
we are grateful to now have on our team. We want to thank Bonnie Rose for 
purchasing three rolls of batting for our quilting group with the Thrivent Action 
Card she applied for. All of our SOTV sewers are truly appreciated for their hard 
work and dedication. 

 

The quilters wish to thank our SOTV members for all their donations of fabric, batting, threads, 
and other assorted sewing items they received throughout the year. If anyone wants to donate 
more materials, we will happily accept them! Our quilts would not be possible without you and 
your donations.  
 

Due to the upcoming holidays, for the months of November and December, our group will be meeting just once each 
month instead of twice. We will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month, the dates of which are November 13th 
and December 11th. If anyone should have any questions concerning the quilting 
group, don’t hesitate to ask either Sheila at 756-1665 or Joan at 756-1969. As 
always, anyone interested in helping to make some cozy quilts are always welcome to 
come and join us from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on these dates.  

Ladies Luncheon 

In October, the SOTV ladies 
met at Steele Memorial to 
attend the annual Pink Tea for 
their monthly luncheon. Sandi 
Gibson saved a couple of 
tables for our ladies and we 
were well represented there.  

Keep paying attention to our 
weekly Sunday announcements 
to see where our lunches will 
be held in the future, especially 

our special December 
Christmas luncheon. 
See you at our next 
gathering! 

Orphan Grain Train 
We would like to thank everyone who donated 
items for Orphan Grain Train this year. Though 
we didn’t send quite as many boxes as we have in 
past years to OGT, our congregation still gave 
generously as always.  

A group of hard working volunteers packed up 21 
boxes stuffed full of items to be distributed by 
OGT throughout the world. Here is a condensed 
list of some of the donations: scarves; stocking 
caps; aprons; winter and summer clothes for men, 
women, children and infants; heavy weight, 

medium weight, and light weight quilts; yarn; stuffed animals; afghans; 
bathroom linens; footwear; and 80 pillow case dresses sewn by Joan Schwarz. 
Certainly, the recipients of our donations will be especially grateful for all 
they receive.  

Thanks goes out to the volunteers who met at church 
to sort through and pack up all the donations. Your 
help was much appreciated.  



New Year’s Eve Party 
 

We will once again 

be having our 

annual New Year’s 

Eve Party in the 

fellowship hall on Monday, 

Dec. 31st. The party will begin 

at 6:00 pm and should wind 

down around 9:00 pm. People 

are encouraged to bring their 

favorite board games and/or 

card games for the party.  

 

If you wish, bring a snack to 

share with everyone who comes 

for our game night. A few 

people have even purchased a 

pizza and/or drinks for those 

in attendance, too.   

 

Hope you’ll join us 

for an evening of 

fun!  

Special Church 
Services at SOTV 

 

Wednesday, November 21st 
 

Our Thanksgiving Eve Service will 
begin at 7:00 pm. 
 

Wednesdays, Dec. 5th, 12th, 19th 
 

These dates mark this year’s 
three Advent worship services 
and soup suppers. The soup 

suppers begin at 6:00 pm with the 
worship service following at 7:00 pm. 
 

Sunday, December 23rd 
 

We will be having our 
Children’s Christmas Program 
during our morning worship 
service. 
 

Monday, December 24th 
 

We will celebrate our Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service at 7:00 
pm. 
 

Tuesday, December 25th 
 

Our Christmas Day 
Communion worship 
service begins at 9:30 am. 

Advent Midweek Series for 2018 
 

Your King is Coming!  
 

What is it like to be embarrassed? You know—that 
awful moment when you realize people can see what 
you’ve done. They can see what you don’t want 
anyone to see. You thought you had it covered. You 
thought you had a handle on it. But it’s out, in the 

open, for people to point at, spotlight, whisper about. You feel like 
a fool. They know. You’re a disgrace, ashamed. Guilt all exposed 
with nowhere to go, and it makes you want to cry. Yes, it makes 
you want to crawl into a hole and hide. 
 

The Lord is going to do something to you. He is going 
to come to you. Are you ready? Behold, your King is 
coming to you. Are you ready? No, you don’t get to go 
check yourself in the mirror. You don’t get a minute to 
get your life in order. The King of the universe is coming to you. 
 

       Dec. 5th Jesus: King of Shame 
    Dec. 12th      Jesus: King of Guilt 
    Dec. 19th Jesus: King of the Low 

Reformation Celebration & EICAP Food Drive 
 

On Saturday, October 27th, members of  Shepherd 

of  the Valley gathered to commemorate their 

Lutheran heritage by having a Reformation 

celebration.  We had an Oktoberfest-style meal 

with brats, sauerkraut, drinks, and tableware 

being provided by Thrivent Financial. Those who came to the event 

brought in their favorite side dishes and desserts 

to share with everyone. Towards the end of the 

dinner, questions related to the Reformation were 

asked and prizes were awarded to those who 

answered correctly. 
 

This evening also served as a kickoff for our annual 

food drive, which our Evangelism and Stewardship 

Boards head up each year. The recipient of this year’s 

food drive will be the Eastern Idaho Community 

Action Partnership ( EICAP). The food drive will 

continue through November and possibly into December.  
 

A big thanks goes out to everyone who attended the 

Reformation observance with the Oktoberfest-inspired 

meal and brought in their canned goods to support the 

EICAP food bank. We also truly appreciate the numerous 

volunteers who helped with all the clean-up following this 

event. It was a wonderful evening and we hope to see 

even more people here for next year’s celebration.  



Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
178 Highway 28 
Salmon, ID 83467 

Pictures from the 2018 SOTV 
Outdoor Service & Church Picnic 

  

Our church Stewardship 
Committee agreed to make the 
desserts for the March 2019 
Community Dinner. The 
committee will need lots of 
help at that time producing 20 

desserts for all those who come to the dinner. Be on the 
lookout later on in February for a sign-up sheet available 
to those who are interested in helping with the desserts. 
We hope you will join us next March and help us with this 
community event. 
 
If you are interested in going to a Community Dinner 
sponsored by the Community Dinner Table, it is a free 
dinner. The next two dinners will be held at the Elk’s 
Lodge on Tuesday, November 
13th, and Tuesday, December 
18th from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm. 
You can talk to Sheila Brown 
with any questions you may 
have regarding these dinners. Hope to see you there!  

 

A Note from our Stewardship Committee 


