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That His Life may be Revealed 

Thoughts from 2 Corinthians 4 

 

As I look around God’s Creation, I am aware that an important change is 
just around the corner. Trees that currently blend together in a visual 
landscape of green hues will soon be standing apart. While the 
evergreens will remain just that, the hardwoods throughout the valley 
will quickly become tinged with all shades of reds, yellows, and oranges. 
While the mountains will be transformed by the majestic aspen and ash 
in all their golden splendor. Summer is winding down and the full glory 
of Autumn is not far off. 

As one once trained to be a biology teacher, the color change that comes 
at this time is no mystery to me. Scientists discovered long ago that the 
leaves don’t actually change color but, instead, lose a color. The color 
green (chlorophyll for you science buffs!) is drained out of the leaves by 
the trees and stored elsewhere for winter. Meanwhile, the other colors 
that were there all along have been left behind and are finally now able to 
be seen. That which the leaves had always carried in them will soon be 
revealed in glorious wonder. 

I often see this same change happening in God’s children. As Paul writes, 
“We have this treasure in jars of clay” (v.7). The container contradicts 
the contents. Too often as God’s children, we cannot be told apart from 
the world around us. If I were to take you in to an office building 
somewhere and ask you to identify which of the employees were the 
Christians, you’d have no more idea than I would. A shrug of your 
shoulders is all you would be able to offer. But what if I were to take you 
to the cancer ward of a hospital or a funeral home? How about a shelter 
housing all those forced to evacuate the approaching flames of a forest 
fire? 

As suffering takes its toll, stripping away that which made us look the 
same as those who don’t believe, the treasure within us becomes more 
evident. There is purpose in the suffering of a believer for, “we always 
carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus might 
be revealed in our body” (v. 10). 

Some of our fellow believers are in full autumn splendor. The life of 
Jesus, which was poured into them long ago in Baptism, is now being 
revealed gloriously in their bodies. The revealed treasure showing that 
“this all-surpassing power is from God” and not from them (v. 7). They 
are hard-pressed but not crushed, struck down but not destroyed (vv. 9-
10). May we who are perhaps only tinged with such autumn colors take 
heart. Greater changes are in store for us, to be sure, but there is purpose 
and there is comfort. “For we who are alive are always being given over 
to death for Jesus’ sake, so that His life may be revealed …” (v. 11). 

Pastor Peterson 

Thoughts from the 
Under-Shepherd 

Preaching in  
September & October 

 

2nd  Lest We Forget 
 Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
 

9th  At Last 
 Isaiah 35:4-7a 
 

16th  The Taming of the Tongue  
 James 3:1-12 
 

23rd  Blindsided! 
 Jeremiah 11:18-20 
 

30th  A Hopeful Prayer 
 James 5:13-20 
 

7th  Fools and Children 
 Mark 10:2-16 
 

14th Holding Firm 

 Hebrews 3:12-19 
 

21st  Mission: Impossible 
 Mark 10:23-31 
 

28th  Knowing the Truth 
 John 8:31-36 

Contact 
Information 
 

Shepherd of the Valley  
Lutheran Church 

 178 Highway 28 
 Salmon, Idaho 83467 
 

Phone: (208)756-4429 
Fax: (same) 
Parsonage: (208)756-2141 
Pastor’s Cell: (208) 993-1125 
 

Email: 
 

     Church Office 
 office@sotvlutheran.org 
 

     Pastor: Rev. Kevin Peterson 

 sotvpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Church Web Page: 
 www.sotvlutheran.org 



Sunday Morning 
Schedule 

 

Now that summer is coming to a 
close, on Sunday, September 16th, 

we will be resuming our Adult 
Bible Classes and Sunday School. 

 

The schedule is as follows: 
 

  8:00 am Early Morning Bible Class 

9:30 am Worship 

11:00 am  Sunday School &  
 Adult Bible Class 

 

SOTV Calendar 
 

Sunday, September 9th 
 

Shepherd of the Valley’s Outdoor 
Service and Church Picnic begins at 
9:30 am at the Sac Center. 
 

September 11th-13  
 

Pastor will be in St Louis for the 
District Secretaries Orientation 
 

Monday, Sept. 17th 
 

Pastor will be attending the Western 
Circuit Winkel at Shepherd of the 
Valley, Thompson Falls, MT 
 

September 21 & 22nd 
 

Pastor will be in Great Falls, MT for a 
district planning meeting. 
 

October  16th-18th 
 

Pastor will be at Trinity Lutheran Camp, 
Bigfork, MT for the Montana District 
Pastors Conference.  
 

Sunday, October 28th 

The last quarterly Voters Meeting for 
2018 will follow our service. This  
meeting is important as we will be 
electing our church officers for 2019. 
 

This year’s Circuit Reformation Service 
will be held at Our Savior Lutheran in 
Stevensville, MT.  

Orphan Grain Train  

We are in the process of collecting items for Orphan Grain 
Train again this year. OGT is in need of a wide assortment of 
items such as:  
 

• clothing for infants and children  

• summer clothing (tasteful t-shirts and shorts) 

• winter clothing (scarves, caps, coats, gloves, mittens) 

• new underwear and socks for all ages 

• shoes (winter & summer) 

• eating utensils  

• school supplies 

• sheets & blankets 

• towels & washcloths  

• toothbrushes & toothpaste 

• diapers 

If you are able to donate any of the above items, please place 
them on, around, or under the table towards the back of the 
fellowship hall. We will be collecting items through the end of 
September and appreciate all you can give to this organization. 

 
Here are some interesting facts about Orphan Grain Train: 
 

 Orphan Grain Train is a Christian volunteer network that ships 
donated food, clothing, medical supplies and other needed items 
to people in 68 different countries including the USA.  

 

 More than 4.6 million meals were shipped last year, in addition 
to clothing, blankets, household items, medical and hospital 
equipment. 

 

 Of every dollar spent, 98.3% goes for helping people in need. A 
very lean 1.7% goes for administration and fundraising.  

 

The SOTV Quilting Group is back to 
work again after their short summer 
break!  
 

Through the month of September we will be making a big push 
to assemble more quilts that will be sent to Orphan Grain Train. 
We can always use some more helping hands. If you would like 
to come assist us in sewing or tying off some quilts, we meet on 
the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month from 9 am - 1 pm. 
 

If you have any questions or items you would like to donate to 
our group, please contact Shelia Brown at 756-1665 or Joan 
Schwarz  at 756-1969. Hope to see you at our meetings! 



This year’s venue for Shepherd of the Valley’s annual outdoor worship service and church picnic will 
again be held at the Sacajawea Center on Sunday, September 9th. 

Our service will begin at 9:30 am at the amphitheater with our church 
picnic following inside the learning center. The picnic will be a potluck 
so please bring a dish to share. Don’t worry about bringing any 
drinks or tableware because they will be provided by the church. 
People can choose to eat inside the banquet room or out on the deck 
overlooking the beautiful surroundings of the Sac Center.  

This is also a great opportunity for you to invite your friends and neighbors to a more relaxed 
service that still has a strong Christ centered message. We hope to see everyone a mile down the 

road on September 9th at the SOTV Church Picnic. 

just spiritual. They are temporal and 
earthly as well. As the Small 
Catechism teaches in the Fourth 
Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:  
 

“Give us this day our daily bread.” 
 

What does this mean? God certainly 
gives daily bread to everyone without 
our prayers, even to all evil people, 
but we pray in this petition that God 
would lead us to realize this and to 
receive our daily bread with 
thanksgiving. What is meant by daily 
bread? Daily bread includes 
everything that has to do with the 
support and needs of the body, such 
as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, 
home, land, animals, money, goods, a 
devout husband or wife, devout 
children, devout workers, devout and 
faithful rulers, good government, 
good weather, peace, health, self-
control, good reputation, good 
friends, faithful neighbors, and the 
like.”  
 

In other words, God gives us 
everything we need for the care of 
both body and soul. His generosity 
knows no bounds. Therefore, we sit 
down at the beginning of the year, the 
beginning of the month, or the 
beginning of the week to set aside a 
generous portion of God’s daily bread 
for His work in the Church.  
 

We don’t do this simply because He 
has commanded us so to do; it is 
because we, as His children by grace, 
want to emulate His generosity in our 
own lives. He is our Father; we are 
His children. And children want to be 
like their parents. 

  

Why do we give? Is it simply because 
God commands us to? Or is there 
more to it? To be sure, the instruction 
and Word of God in the Bible says we 
should give, and this is sufficient to 
encourage us to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 
20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal 
6:6).  
 

But there’s more to it than just 
obligation. We’re not just trying to 
fulfill a work of the Law. We are 
bearing fruits of the Spirit given to us 
by our Father in heaven through His 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In other 
words, we’re not just doing what our 
Father said, we’re also doing what He 
did. 
 

Children emulate their parents. When 
they grow up they often carry many 
of the same mannerisms and 
characteristics as their parents, but 
there is more to it than that. Children 
copy their parents even on a more 
mundane level. They watch how their 
parents cross their legs, how they fold 
their hands, how they stand and sit 
and walk, how they do and say most 
everything.  
 

And children try to copy it, which can 
be quite humorous when parents wish 
they wouldn’t. It can be 
uncomfortable and embarrassing if a 
child copies or repeats something less 
than polite that they learned from a 

parent. Sitcoms thrive on these 
situations. It only happens because 
children emulate their parents because 
they want to be like them. 
 

We are the children of God, by grace, 
through faith. In Holy Baptism, God 
the Father declares of us what He 
declared of Jesus at His Baptism in 
the Jordan: “You are my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” God the 
Father claims us as His own. He takes 
away all our sins, and in exchange He 
gives us His righteousness, His purity, 
His holiness, and His Spirit, by which 
we cry out, “Abba, Father.”  
 

We are born again, born from above, 
born of water and the Spirit, to a new 
life in Christ as His children. We are 
sons of God in Christ, through 
Baptism. And since we are sons, we 
are heirs – heirs who share in the 
glory of the Son of God. The 
inheritance is ours because of the 
Father’s grace and mercy, His 
generosity in sending His Son in time 
to save us for all eternity.  
 

And this is why we give generously 
of our income to the work of the 
church. We want to be like our 
heavenly Father. We want to emulate 
His generosity by being generous 
ourselves. We give to the work of the 
Church because we have witnessed 
the generous giving of our Father in 
heaven.  
 

More than that, we are recipients of it. 
It is because we have received God 
our Father’s gifts that we desire to 
give ourselves. And His gifts are not 

2018 SOTV Outdoor Service & Church Picnic 
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2018 SOTV FAIR BOOTH 
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
178 Highway 28 
Salmon, ID 83467 

A huge thanks goes out to Nick and Mary Nichols, Gail and 
Sandi Gibson, Carol Siebels, Carol Bullock, Bonnie Rose, 
Linda Russell, Bryan & Nancy Yamasaki, Trista Eastman, 
Faith, Hope, Jesse, Julie and Pastor Peterson for 
volunteering to man the fair booth. You all did a fantastic 
job representing our church and, more importantly, Christ. 
We are so appreciative that you took time out to share the 
Word of God to those who attended the fair. Forty-two 
Bibles were given out at the fair and we know that God will 
cause His Word to grow in this community. We hope all of 
you will help us again next year as we look forward to 
handing out more Bibles at the 2019 Lemhi County Fair! 


