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Those who make peace:  

Thoughts from James 3 
  
 

It was an amazing sight. There we were, my friend and I, standing on the shoulder of the 
highway—no more than thirty yards away or so—just watching. Eventually sheriff’s 
deputies made us move back, but the sight of whole pine trees literally bursting into flame as 
the newly started forest fire raced up a hillside was awesome. I mean that literally—full of 
awe, that is—because it definitely wasn’t a good thing. There were homes with people still in 
them at the top of that hill.  

 

“So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest 
is set ablaze by such a small fire!” (v.5). 

 

It is amazing how such a big conflagration can be started with such a small flame. The 
enormous Haman Fire in Colorado back in 2002, for example, was started innocently enough 
by a Forest Service employee burning love letters with a match in a campfire ring. Around 
here it tends to be lightning, like the Mustang Complex Fire of 2012, while the one my friend 
and I witnessed evidently took off from a spark from a downed electrical wire.  

 

“And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our 
members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire 
by hell” (v. 6).  

 

The resulting destruction, of course, can be downright frightening, as the super hot blaze 
roars through, engulfing nearly everything in its path. My family home was twice damaged 
by fire when I was a child, but after the firefighters left, the house was still standing. But I’ve 
noted that’s rarely the case with structures caught in forest fires.  

 

“But no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 
poison” (v. 8). 

 

It is amazing the damage just one poorly chosen word can do, let alone a deliberately 
chosen one! The pain and hurt it can cause is incalculable. In a matter of hours, if not 
minutes, someone’s career could be lost. For another, their reputation is scorched entirely to 
the ground. And this isn’t simply an observation about the destructiveness of gossip—oh no. 
How many of us can and do such things to ourselves with words from our very own tongue? 

 

“But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full 
of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere” (v. 17). 

 

Maybe an hour into the blaze, my friend and I watched as two planes, with orange and 
white markings, arrived on the scene. The first one, a small twin engine spotter, flew in 
first—low and slow. It circled around and did it again, this time followed by the much bigger 
one—which let out an enormous plume of reddish fire-retardant mist. Several more runs later 
and the fire was pretty much done, with only a little bit left for those on the ground to put 
out. The homes on the hill were now safe. 

 

“And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace” (v. 18). 
 

When I got home, Julie—who’s always been a camping nut—liked the campfire smell 
emanating from my coat. Even she had to admit, though, it’s one thing to enjoy a brief 
reminder of sitting around a campfire, it’s totally another when you walk out the door and 
feel like you’re standing in one. And yet, we know—as we see and breathe in the smoke that 
so often fills our valley—that there are those much closer to the blaze than we are. Some are 
necessarily forced to flee while others step forward, with the tools and training to fight it.  

 

When an untamed tongue sets a fire in the future, may we—who know the amazing 
mercy of our God in Christ Jesus—likewise step up. It’s tough work, to be sure, but we have 
the tools—the very Word of God—at our disposal. As for training, you have that, too. 
Remember, forgive as you have been forgiven and show forth “the wisdom from above” (v. 
17) that has already been shared with you. And by doing so, you will become another one of 
“those who make peace” (v. 18).  

        Pastor Peterson 

Thoughts from the 
Under-Shepherd 

 

Sermon Themes for  
July & August 

 

1st  Excelling in Grace  
 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13-15 
 

8th  Speaking to a Rebellious House 
 Ezekiel 2:1-5 
 

15th  Can the Dead Live?  
 Mark 6:14-29 
 

22nd  A Teaching Moment 
 Mark 6:30-44 
 

29th Catching the Lesson 

 Mark 6:30-44 
 

5th  What is it? 

 Exodus 16:2-15 
 

12th Sitting Under a Broom Tree 
 1 Kings 19:1-8 
 

19th Called to Serve 
 Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
 

26th It’s Bigger Than You Think! 
 Ephesians 5:22-33 
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2018 VBS at Shepherd of the Valley 
God has blessed our church once again. The 
SOTV VBS Day Camp that was done at our 
church in conjunction with Camp Perkins was 
well attended and well received. We had a total 
of 31 precious children attend the camp during 
the week of June 11th-15th where the kids 

learned about Jesus, sang songs, made crafts, played games, and filled 
their bellies with food. 

We had some of the most outstanding counselors 
we have ever had from Camp Perkins. The camp 
staff, Moriah, Rachel, Josh, and Andrew, as well 
as our helpers, Hope, Jesse, Michelle and Jacob, 
kept quite busy sharing the love of Jesus with all 
the kids. Thanks to their leadership and patience, 
the children engaged well with the counselors and helpers and enjoyed 
learning more about their Savior. 

Thursday night was the family night potluck 
and was definitely one of the highlights of our 
week. The kids were able to sing the songs 
and recite the Bible verses they had learned 
throughout the week 
for their parents that 

evening. The food and fellowship had with the 
children and their families was wonderful and 
gave us a chance to talk to the parents and 
grandparents who attended.  

We are ever grateful to all who made this event 
possible. Thanks goes out to all the people who 
donated food and money to help finance our VBS. 
We thank the many volunteers who worked in the 
kitchen, at the registration table, and with the 
children directly throughout the day. A big thanks 

also goes to Alice Miller and Craig and Marimae Nemeth who housed 
the camp counselors during their stay in Salmon. All the pictures that 
were taken by Craig Nemeth and Faith Peterson turned out fantastic 
and will be used for a variety things in the future.  

VBS  gave us the wonderful opportunity to 
witness to the youth and their families in our 
community. Our congregation truly came 
together to make this week a success and we 
are very appreciative. Thanks again for all you 
did to support this excellent week! 

 

Ladies 
Luncheon 

 

As a reminder, the ladies are 
now meeting the third Tuesday 
of every month instead of 
Wednesday. In July, our next 
venue will be at Last Chance 
Pizza at our usual time of 11:30 
am. As always, all ladies are 
welcome to come. Stay turned 
to find out where our August 
luncheon will take place.  
 

Hope to see you there! 

 

The Calendar at a 
Glance 

 

Wednesday, July 4th 
 

Independence Day 
 

Mondays, July 2nd & Aug. 6th 
 

Elders meet at 7:00 pm 
 

Tuesdays, July 10th & 24th & 
Aug. 14th & 28th 
 

Quilting Group meets from 9:00 am - 
1:00 pm. 
 

Monday, July 23rd 
 

Pastor will be in Billings, MT for a MT 
District Board of Directors Meeting. 
 

Tuesdays, July 17th & Aug. 21st 
 

Church Council meets at 7:00 pm. 
 

Sunday, July 22nd 
 

The third quarterly voter’s meeting for 
2018 will be held after worship. 
 

Sunday, July 29th 
 

Shepherd of the Valley’s 40th 
Anniversary Celebration 
 

Wed.-Sat., Aug. 22nd - 25th 
 

SOTV members will be handing out 
Bibles during the Lemhi County Fair. 

 

“From the rising of the sun to 
its setting, the name of the 
Lord is to be praised! 

Psalm 113:3 



SOTV to Hand Out Bibles at the 2018 Lemhi County Fair 
As many of you remember, last year we had raised money to purchase Bibles 
that were handed out at the 2017 county fair. We were well received last year so 
it was decided that our church would apply again for a booth in 2018. Therefore, 
in early May we reserved an indoor booth on behalf of Shepherd of the Valley, 
which will need to be occupied for four of the days during the fair. Our members 

who work the booth will be handing out not only Bibles at the Lemhi County Fair, but also 
bookmarks, SOTV pamphlets, booklets, magnets, children’s items, bottles of water, and other 
assorted Lutheran literature.  
 

Our focus for the booth will correspond with our church’s 40th Anniversary and 
how God has blessed our church in the past and will continue to help us share the 
good news of Jesus Christ to our neighbors in the Salmon Valley in the future. We 
need your help though during the fair. About mid July, there will be a sheet in the 
fellowship hall for people to sign-up for various times to man the booth August 
22nd - 25th. We will need two adults for each time slot to aid in this endeavor. So 
please consider helping us out with this mission and sign-up later in July to help 
with the fair in August. Thanks! 

raise them in the fear and 
admonition of the Lord. And 
God calls children to honor their 
parents and provide and care for 
them when they are no longer 
able to do so themselves. 
 
God calls the government to 
punish those who do evil and to 
reward those who do good. He 
calls citizens to pay their taxes 
and honor the governing 
officials as God’s servants. He 
calls pastors to preach and teach 
the Gospel as well as repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And 
He calls hearers to support those 
who teach them with every good 
thing. 
 
Christ died to set us free from 
the works of our selfish flesh, 
giving us the freedom and 
liberty to do our duty. Stand 
firm, then, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery. 

 

“For freedom Christ has set us 
free; stand firm therefore, and 
do not submit again to a yoke 
of slavery” (Gal. 5:1). 
 
We celebrate this month 
because of the freedoms and 
liberties our country has 
afforded us. We are right to do 
this. We should be thankful for 
these liberties: the freedom to 
gather together to worship and 
to live out what we believe in 
our daily lives.  
 
But freedom and liberty in our 
age has devolved. It has become 
a freedom from duty instead of a 
freedom for it. Indeed, freedom 
and liberty in our age has turned 
into licentiousness: a license to 
do what we want, when we 
want.  
 
This license is a submission, 
again, to a yoke of slavery. For 
freedom as license to do what 
we desire when we desire it 

means we are slaves to our 
desires, slaves to our passions.  
 
Christ died to set us free from 
our sinful desires. In Holy 
Baptism, our Old Adam is 
drowned and put to death along 
with all sin and evil desires so 
that a new man may arise and 
live before God in righteousness 
and purity.  
 
In Christ, we are a new creation. 
We are set free from the 
passions of the flesh so that we 
are free to do our duty and bear 
fruits of the Spirit.  
 
Our duty is what God calls us to 
do as members of a family, 
society, and the church. 
 
God calls us to believe in His 
Word and gladly hear and learn 
it. He calls us to pray for all 
people. He calls us to live in 
faith toward Him and in fervent 
love for our neighbor. He calls 
us to put the gifts He gives to us 
in His service. God calls parents 
to provide for their children and 

LCMS Stewardship 
Article for July 2018 



SOTV Quilting Group News 
 

Our quilters have been busy 
piecing together many quilts in 
past months. They  appreciate all 
the donations of fabric, batting, 

and thread that have been given to them. The group 
makes great efforts to use up every last piece of fabric 
and batting they possibly can. 
  
Quilting is something this group truly enjoys and they 
welcome all women to join them. Anyone who would 
like to come help make quilts are encouraged to come 
to church from 9 am - 1 pm the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
of each month .  
 

If you have additional questions, please talk to Sheila 
Brown at 208-756-1665 or Joan Schwarz at 208-756-
1969.  

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning in September, we will 
once again be collecting items for 

Orphan Grain Train. Keep this 
thought in mind when you clean 
out your closets or your garages. 
There will be more details in our 

August church announcements and 
the next SOTV newsletter. 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
178 Highway 28 
Salmon, ID 83467 


