
The Shepherd's Staff 
May/June 2018 

 

The bimonthly newsletter of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church (LCMS) - Salmon, ID 

“… that you might belong to 

another” 

Thoughts from Romans 7 & 8 
 

The realization can come at any time. I can be standing in the majestic Rocky 
Mountains gazing up at the incredible array of stars blanketing the night sky or 
staring at my unshaven face in the mirror. I can be sitting in deep contemplative 
thought, goofing around on the computer or endeavoring to be about the business 
of my day and the truth is never far from me. “I, a poor, miserable sinner …”  

 

“I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but 

what I hate I do” (v. 15).  
 

Sin baffles me. More specifically, MY sin baffles me. In the face of all my 
knowledge of what is wrong and right ... of what is pleasing to God and what isn’t … 
I still make the wrong choices. I’m not talking about simple mistakes or lapses of 

judgment. No, I’m referring to a deliberate choosing to do, as Saint Paul says, “what 

I hate to do.” It’s something that I’ve yet to understand and I don’t think I ever will. 
 

“I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I 

have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out” (v. 18). 
  

One thing I do know, though, as I gaze up at the grandeur of God’s creation on 
a still night in the mountains … is that God is good and I am not. That’s a hard pill 
to swallow … but it’s the truth. It’s all too easy at times, as I go about my life, to fool 
myself into thinking that I’m not that bad of a guy. I may have made some good 
choices and fulfilled a few of my obligations. But the reality is always there, if I’m 
willing to look.  

 

“What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of 

death?” (v. 24). 
 

“I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto Thee all my sins and iniquities, with which I have 
ever offended Thee…” There is a profound reality in those words which we speak 
together as we make confession of our sins before our God and one another. It is a 
reality that ought to make us pause … to make me pause ... once in a while, to 
consider that which is so easily rolling off our lips. To consider the people that we 
really are, out away from the brick walls and pews of the church.  

 

“Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (v. 25a). 
 

As my eyes take in the massiveness of the night sky... the stars seem so near I 
can almost touch them … and a smile steals across my face. Though I at times may 
be faithless, I know my God is faithful. To paraphrase a Christian song I heard again 
recently: I may have been unfaithful, unworthy, unrighteous and unmerciful … but I 
have never been unloved. 

 

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus” (8:1). 
 

To know that I am loved by the God who created the heavens and the earth is 
mind boggling. Under that starlit sky, I’m not insignificant. I’m loved so much that 
Jesus would lay down His life for me. And I know that one day, I will lay down this 
body of death and the sin that so easily entangles, only to live a new life. All because 

I am in Christ and I now “… belong to another” (v. 4b).  

 

Pastor Peterson 

Thoughts from the 
Under-Shepherd 

Preaching in  
May & June 

 
6th  The Gift of the Holy Spirit  
 Acts 10:34-48 
 

13th  The Testimony of God 
 1 John 5:9-15 
 

20th  What does this mean?  
 Acts 2:1-21 
 

27tj  Confusingly Clear 
 John 3:1-17 
 

3rd  Making Sense of the Sabbath 
 Deuteronomy 5:12-15 
 

10th What We Know 

 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
 

17th  A Place in the Shade 
 Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 

24th God Remembered 
 Luke 1:57-80 

Contact 
Information 
 

Shepherd of the Valley  
Lutheran Church 

 178 Highway 28 
 Salmon, Idaho 83467 
 

Phone: (208)756-4429 
Fax: (same) 
Parsonage: (208)756-2141 
Pastor’s Cell: (208) 993-1125 
 

Email: 
sotv123@yahoo.com 
       Church Office 
 

sotvpastor@hotmail.com 
Pastor: Rev. Kevin Peterson 

 

Church Web Page: 
                    www.sotvlutheran.org 



The Calendar at a 
Glance 

 

Fri.-Sat., May 4th & 5th 
 

Pastor will be in Great Falls for a 
Montana District planning meeting. 
 

Sunday, May 13th 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
 

Monday, May 21st 
 

The Western Circuit Winkel will be 
held here at Shepherd of the Valley. 
 

Monday, May 28th 
 

Memorial Day 
 

Mon.-Fri., June 11th-15th 
 

VBS at Shepherd of the Valley 
 

Sunday, June 19th 
 

Happy Father’s Day! 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 
 

During the summer 

months, we will 

continue to have our 

normal worship time 

of 9:30 am with our fellowship 

time following. However, due to 

vacation times, we will be 

foregoing our Sunday school and 

Adult Bible classes before and after 

worship throughout the summer 

season. The last of our classes will 

be on May 27th and will resume 

again in the fall.  
 

We pray all of you will 

have a safe and 

wonderful summer.  

The Annual Work Day at SOTV 
 

We want to thank all the SOTV members who 

came out to help tidy up the church on April 28th. 

Much was accomplished both at the church and at 

the parsonage.  
 

Pastor had applied for and received a Thrivent 

Action Team card which helped pay for wood 

chips, paint, and cleaning supplies. 
 

Brad Buhler had done a lot of prep work in the 

playground and had shopped for materials 

with Pastor before meeting on Saturday. Other 

individuals who helped on work day were 

Mike Swenson, Craig 

Nemeth, Jeff and Sheila Brown, Linda 

Russell, Carol Siebels, Julie, Faith & Jesse 

Peterson, and Nancy, Michelle, Jacob, and 

Michael Kern. 
 

Thanks again to everyone who 

helped on this beautiful spring 

day. We truly appreciate all 

your efforts to keep our church 

looking good! 

Quilting Group News 
 

Our ladies have been hard at work sewing and tying quilts. As 
of the end of April, they have fully completed 35 quilts and 
have quite a few quilts ready to be tied. All of these quilts will 
be distributed to Orphan Grain Train, Hope’s Place, the 
Discovery Center, and other individuals by next fall.  

 

We usually meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month, however, during the 
month of June, there will be only one meeting time. The ladies won’t be gathering 
on June 12th due to VBS, but they will meet again on June 26th.  
 

If you have any questions, please call either Sheila Brown at 756-1665 or Joan 
Schwarz at 756-1969. Remember, all women are welcome to come! 
 

 May Meetings:  June Meetings: 
  May 8th   June 26th 
  May 22th  



Our 2018 
VBS Day 
Camp-led by 
a few Camp 
Perkins staff 

and our own SOTV volunteers
-will be held June 11th-15th. 
On Monday through Thursday, 
the times for the day camp will 
be from 9:00 am-3:00 pm with 
Friday also beginning at 9:00 
am but ending at 11:30 am. 

The theme for our 2018 VBS is 
“Rooted” and is based off of 
Ephesians 3:17-18. We are 
inviting all K-6 graders to join 
us as we learn all about what 
Jesus has done for us through 
further study of the Bible. The 
children will also be 
participating in other assorted 
activities, such as music, arts 
and crafts, games, and more! 
Just as in previous years, 
lunch and 
snacks will be 
provided by 
our church. 

Registration 
forms are 
located on a 
table in the 
fellowship 
hall and will also be made 
available online soon. If you 
have any questions about this 
year’s VBS, please talk to 
Julie or Pastor Peterson. We 
hope to see God’s kids in 
Salmon here at Shepherd of 
the Valley for a week of fun! 
 

this new Gospel ministry with 
anything less than the Israelites 
supported the Old Testament 
ministry? 
 

Of course, we are free to give more, 
for we have received more than 
those in the Old Testament. We have 
received the fullness of God’s 
revelation, the fullness of His 
salvation, the fulfillment of 
everything that God promised to do.  
For we have received Christ, God’s 
own Son, in the flesh, who took 
upon himself our sins and in 
exchange gave us his righteousness. 
The Father claimed us as his own in 
Holy Baptism.  
 

He gathers us together in the place 
where his name dwells to feast on 
the first fruits of the resurrection, the 
risen and living body and blood of 
his Son, our Lord, Jesus. He reminds 
us that we are His, that all things are 
ours because we belong to Him. He 
blesses us here in time with physical 
and spiritual gifts.  
 

In the same way, and in response to 
his fatherly divine goodness and 
mercy, we gladly give to those who 
proclaim to us “the excellencies of 
him who called us out of darkness 
and into his marvelous light.”  
 

For once we were not a people, but 
now we are God’s people; once we 
had not received mercy, but now we 
have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).  

 

An LCMS Stewardship 
Article for May 

 
 

St. Paul teaches, “Let the one who is 
taught the word share all good things 
with the one who teaches” (Galatians 
6:6).  
 

And again, he says, “Do you not 
know that those who are employed 
in the temple service get their food 
from the temple, and those who 
serve at the altar share in the 
sacrificial offerings? In the same 
way, the Lord commanded that those 
who proclaim the gospel should get 
their living by the gospel” (1 
Corinthians 9:13–14). 
 

In other words, ministers of the 
gospel are supported by the offerings 
of those who are served by them. 
And this is how the Church lives 
even now. It is standard practice. 
 

But this deserves closer examination. 
For it instructs us not just that we are 
to give but also what we are to give. 
And it does so with four little words: 
“In the same way …”  
 

St. Paul is building his case for 
supporting the preachers of the 
Gospel with the sacrificial giving of 
individual members on the example 
of the Old Testament people who 
supported the Levites with their 
offerings and sacrifices. 

We’re to support the Gospel ministry 
“in the same way.” But how did the 
Old Testament people support the 
Levites?  
 

Moses records this: “You shall tithe 
all the yield of your seed that comes 
from the field year by year. And 
before the Lord your God, in the 
place that he will choose, to make 
his name dwell there, you shall eat 
the tithe of your grain, of your wine, 
and of your oil, and the firstborn of 
your herd and flock, that you may 
learn to fear the Lord your God 
always” (Deuteronomy 14:22–23). 
The Levites were supported by the 
tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly 
yield of that which was harvested.  
 

Does that seem like a lot? Does it 
surprise you that St. Paul instructs us 
that we are to support the New 
Testament Gospel ministry “in the 
same way?”  
 

If it does, ask yourself: is the 
Church’s job in the New Testament 
bigger or smaller than the Levites’ 
job in the Old Testament? Back then 
there was one Temple, and the 
ministry was almost exclusively 
located in one nation among the 
descendants of Abraham.  
 

Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all 
nations (Matt. 28). And there are 
churches and ministries all around 
the world. How could we support 

Shepherd of the Valley  
Lutheran Church 

2018 VBS Day Camp 



Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
178 Highway 28 
Salmon, ID 83467 

The Ladies Luncheon Group 

If you haven’t gone out to eat with our 
SOTV ladies yet, you are really missing 
out on something fun. Back in March, the 
gals met at Bertram’s and had a fantastic 
time. Then last month, the ladies gathered 
at Last Chance Pizza and enjoyed each 
other’s company once again.  

It was decided at our last meeting that 
we would change our monthly meeting 
time to the third Tuesdays of each month 
instead of Wednesdays. As always, all 
ladies are welcome to come and may 
bring a friend if they 
wish. Please stay tuned 
to future bulletins to 
find out where our next 
luncheon will be.  

Kern Adoption Easter Breakfast 

Fundraiser 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Last month, during the Easter Breakfast, we 

raised a total of $1,579.00, which was given to 

Dan & Nancy Kern who have been raising 

money for the purpose of adopting a sibling 

group. A big thank you goes out to the many 

people who helped with the set-up, cooking, 

serving, and clean-up for the breakfast. Your 

work was greatly appreciated! We also thank 

all those who donated to help the Kerns. Please 

continue to keep their family in your prayers as 

they move forward in the adoption process. 


