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“… more than watchmen wait for 
the morning” 

Thoughts from Psalm 130 
 

As we move into this Lenten season with its dark and somber shades of 
purple and black, its deeply felt reflective mood, and its emphasis on self-
examination, I find my mind returning to one simple phrase again and again—
Kyrie eleison. While it comes from the ancient Greek, the content of this phrase 
is undoubtedly familiar to you. Regardless of the language or form in which it 
is found, this plea has been on the lips of God’s people for thousands of 
years. It is the cry from a heart that knows its own sinful condition, a soul 
deeply stained with sin and unable to stand in the presence of a holy God. 
Kyrie eleison … Lord, have mercy. 

 

One of the powerful themes of Lent is that of self-examination—a 
searching of one’s inner thoughts for the corrupting reach of sin. The view is 
not pleasant and the reality of our sinful nature is hard to take. Our 

assessment is the same as the Psalmist: “If You, O Lord, kept a record of 

sins, O Lord, who could stand?” (v. 4). The ledger books are all too clear—a 
degree in accounting is not needed. We are sinners fully deserving of eternal 
punishment. Kyrie eleison. 

 

There is only one place to turn. “Out of the depths I cry to You, O 

Lord; O Lord, hear my voice” (v. 1). I raise my plea to the heavens and “my 

soul waits for the Lord” (v. 6a). This is not a waiting of dread and 
uncertainty, questioning whether God “will be lenient or will He come down 
with the Law in righteous anger?” No, this is a waiting of hopeful certainty, 

trusting in the promises of our Creator, because with Him “there is 

forgiveness” (v. 4), “there is unfailing love … and full redemption” (v. 7). 
It is not a forgiveness of leniency—that somehow my sins are just “swept 
under the rug.” No, I wait because it is a forgiveness that came at great cost. It 
is a redemption, a buying back, and it is God Himself who takes care of the 

bill. “He Himself will redeem Israel from all their sin” (v. 8).  
 

“My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the 

morning” (v. 6). As we mark our time in Lent, we wait longingly for the 
coming of Easter morn. For there comes not just the arrival of a new day but 
a new life! We cry Kyrie eleison, and there in the resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, is God’s answer. There in the flesh 
of our Savior are the marks of our blood-bought forgiveness! He has indeed 
had mercy on us! 

 

Lent is a much-needed time of reflection, for dwelling upon the lengths to 
which our Creator would go to buy us back … for pondering the depths of 
our Savior’s immense love for us while we were still sin-ridden … and for 
waiting … waiting for the pardon and peace that is ours because of Easter 

morning, waiting … “More than watchmen wait for the morning” (v. 6). 
 

Pastor Peterson 

Thoughts from the 
Under-Shepherd 

 

Sunday Morning Sermon 
Topics for March & April 

 

4th  Chosen  
 1Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

11th  Prepared 
 Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

18th  Forgiven  
 Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

25th  Obedient 
 Philippians 2:5-11 
 

1st Who’s Wounded Now? 
 John 20:1-18 
 

8th  A Most Curious Peace  
 John 20:19-31 
 

15th Times of Refreshing 
 Acts 3:11-21 
 

22nd How do you know? 
 1 John 3:16-24 
 

29th Three Questions 
 Acts 8:26-40 
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Information 

 

Shepherd of the Valley  
Lutheran Church 
178 Highway 28 

          Salmon, Idaho 83467 
 

Phone: (208)756-4429 
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Parsonage: (208)756-2141 
Pastor’s Cell: (208) 993-1125 
 

Email: 
sotv123@yahoo.com 
                 Church Office 
 

sotvpastor@hotmail.com 
Pastor: Rev. Kevin Peterson 



 

Kern Family Adoption Fundraiser 
 

As most of you already know, Dan and Nancy Kern are 
looking to enlarge their family again through adoption. This 
time, however, they would like to adopt a sibling group. 
There is a great need for couples, like the Kerns, who are 
willing to adopt siblings of all ages and ethnic groups. Sibling sets can 
be hard to place, as many adoptive parents are not willing to take in 
so many children at one time for a variety of reasons.  

 

With this in mind, a Thrivent Action Team has been assembled 
in an effort to see if we can help the Kern family financially by 

having a fundraiser to help defray some of the costs associated with an 
adoption of this nature. Our Thrivent sponsored Easter Breakfast will 
be served at 8:00 am on April 1st in which everyone is welcome to 
attend.  

 

The SOTV Elders will be preparing a bountiful breakfast 
consisting of pancakes, scrambled eggs, and sausages, as 
well as, orange juice and coffee for you to enjoy. We hope 
to see you all here for a time of fellowship on Easter 

morning as we remember all that Jesus did and still does for us and to 
support the Kern family through their adoption process.  

 

Worship Schedule During 

Lent & Easter  
 

 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Services 

February 21st - March 21st, 

 Soup Suppers are at 6:00 pm 
Services begin at 7:00 pm 

 

Holy Week 
 

Palm Sunday: March 25th, 9:30 am 
 

Maundy Thursday: March 29th, 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday: March 30th, 7:00 pm  
 

Easter Sunday: April 1st,  

Easter Breakfast, 8:00 am 
Easter Morning Service, 9:30 am 

Daylight Savings time officially begins on March 11th at 2 am. Don’t forget to 

set your clocks ahead an hour before you go to bed on Saturday, March 10th. 

Happy Easter! 

 

 Shepherd of the Valley Quilting Group News 
 

Our quilters are busy sewing and tying much needed and appreciated 

quilts. Anyone interested in joining this group may come on the 2nd 

and 4th Tuesdays of each month from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Remember 

to bring a sack lunch with you to eat during the lunch hour if you 

choose to stay and chat with the other gals. 
 

If you cannot come to the quilting meetings, another way individuals 

can help is by donating cotton fabrics, batting or good used blankets 

for batting, and good used sheets for the backings of the quilts. These 

donations may be brought to church on Sunday mornings or during 

their regular meeting times.  
 

If you have any other questions about this wonderful group, you can 

call or talk to Sheila Brown at 756-1665 or Joan Schwarz at 756-1969.  

The Calendar at a 
Glance 

 

Friday, March 16th 
 

Pastor will be attending the Western 
Circuit Winkel at Messiah Lutheran, 
Missoula, MT 
 

Monday, April 16th 
 

Pastor will be attending the Western 
Circuit Winkel at First Lutheran, 
Missoula, MT 
 

Sunday, April 29th 
 

Our second quarterly Voter’s 
Meeting for 2018 will be held after 
church with a potluck following our 
assembly. 



good fruit, we should ask 

whether our thoughts are 
taken captive by obedience 

to Christ. Have we given 
generously? Have we given 
our first-fruits? You know. 

And God knows. “For the 
eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro throughout the whole 

earth, to show Himself 
strong on behalf of those 

whose heart is loyal to 
Him” (2 Chron. 16:9).  
 

God will provide. He always 

has and He always will. He 
gives His meat in due 
season. He has not left you 

as orphans, but has grafted 
you into His own family. 
You belong to Him. 

Remember this, letting this 
thought dwell in you richly. 

And you will then be rich 
toward others.   

LCMS Stewardship 

Newsletter Article 
for March 2018 

 
 

Hudson Taylor, a 
Nineteenth Century British 

missionary to China, is 
reported to have said, 
“God’s work, done in God’s 

way, will not lack God’s 
supply.” To know God’s 
way, we need to know His 

Holy Word. Or to say it 
another way: you need to 

know your Bible.  
 

St. Paul, before he spends 
two chapters on giving, 

wrote that every thought is 
to be taken captive to the 
obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 

10:5).  
 

Doctrine matters. And 
doctrine matters because 

the Scriptures matter. And 
the Scriptures matter 
because this is where we 

learn the teaching of 
Christ. Our thoughts must 

be brought into line with 
the teaching of Scripture so 
that our work is what God 

wants done and so that we 
do this work in His way. 
 

A good tree bears good 

fruit. A bad tree bears bad 
fruit. We have been made 
good trees in holy baptism. 

We are fertilized and 
pruned for bearing good 

fruit by constantly hearing 
God’s Word preached and 
taught in sermon and Bible 

Class and in receiving the 
life-giving, faith-sustaining 

food of the Lord’s Supper. 
Remember your doctrine, 
hold on to the Lord’s 

teaching, and your 

thoughts will be taken 
captive to the obedience of 

Christ.  
 

Bringing every thought 
captive to the obedience of 
Christ is recognizing that 

God does provide. The 
Lord’s Prayer teaches us to 

pray for daily bread. 
Praying this day in and day 
out reminds us that the 

Lord is the giver of our 
daily bread, and that we 

are to gives thanks for His 
daily provision of it.  
 

God is rarely early and 

never late in His work, as 
Abraham learned, “on the 
mount of the Lord it will be 

provided” (Gen. 22:14). The 
Lord’s generosity forms our 
generosity in return. Thus, 

we set aside for the work of 
God a generous, first-fruits, 

proportion of the daily 
bread that God has given to 
us. This act of trust in the 

Lord’s provision is the 
working out of our faith in 

Him.  
 

When budgetary 
discussions pop up, our 
natural reaction is to point 

fingers. But remember your 
doctrine, and what your 

mother taught about 
pointing fingers. Our first 
natural reaction is not 

always right. In fact, when 
our thoughts are brought 

into captivity of Christ, our 
first reaction should be 
repentance.  
 

It should raise questions in 
our own lives. As good trees 
in Christ who are to bear 

 

An Irish Blessing 

May the road rise to meet 
you. 

May the wind be always at 
your back. 

May the sun shine warm 
upon your face; 

And rains fall soft upon 
your fields. 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the 
hollow of His hand. 



 

NEW HHS DIVISION WILL HELP PROTECT 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION, CONSCIENCE  

Alliance Defending Freedom Senior Vice President of U.S. Legal 
Division Kristen Waggoner released the following statement 
regarding the recent announcement by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services of the creation of a new division that 
will help protect freedom of religion and conscience: “One of the 
freedoms Americans have cherished most is the freedom to live 
according to their faith and conscience, free from government 
coercion. That freedom is what separates America from so many 
other nations. For that reason, we commend HHS for creating its 
new Division on Conscience and Religious Freedom within its 
Office of Civil Rights. Over recent years, we have seen the 
government repeatedly violate constitutionally protected freedoms. 
Government should serve as freedom’s greatest protector, not its 
greatest threat. This new office will help ensure that HHS acts in 
accordance with its duty to honor Americans’ freedom of religion 
and conscience rather than coerce nuns, faith-based universities, 
Christian-run family businesses, and pro-life organizations to 
speak and live contrary to their own beliefs. That’s a mission that 
all Americans concerned about government overreach can 
support.”  

  -Excerpt from the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
178 Highway 28 
Salmon, ID 83467 

 

Let the shamrock  

  serve as a reminder  

     to thee; of God’s 

         perfect presence in 

            His Holy Trinity. 

“Worthy is the 
Lamb, who was 
slain, to receive 

power and wealth 
and wisdom and 

strength and 
honor and glory 

and praise!” 

Revelation 5:12b 


